
EXPERIMENT: CORNSTARCH PACKING PEANUTS

In this exploration, students add water to cornstarch packing peanuts and 
observe the surprising results!


Cornstarch and water do funny things when you mix them together. Bits of 
cornstarch become suspended in water - this means they are being held in the 
water, but are not really dissolving or breaking up in the water. Because 
cornstarch bits are so so tiny, it looks like they are fully dissolving and 
‘disappearing’ in the water. 


Objectives

- Observe a solid cornstarch packing peanut break apart in water.

- Compare and describe cornstarch packing peanuts both before and after 

adding water.


Materials

Cups or tubs of lukewarm water

Cornstarch packing peanuts


Key Questions

How does the packing peanut feel when it is dry?

How does it feel when it gets wet? 
Does it look different when it gets wet? 
What do you think happened to it?


What To Do

Dip the end of a cornstarch packing peanut in water. What happens?

Stick the wet end to another packing peanut. 

Try building something by sticking packing peanuts together.

Put a few packing peanuts in the water and stir. What happens?

Leave the mixture for 15-20 minutes. What happens? (You may notice the 
cornstarch separating from the water and settling at the bottom).


